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DISCLAIMER
This document is a working document containing proceedings of the Evidence Informed Policy
Brief Writing Workshop for Research Scientists in Ghana, organized at the Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research – INSTI, Accra from 11th – 15th June, 2012. Information in this
document does not necessarily reflect a policy or an opinion of Savana Signatures, GINKS and
INASP.
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1.0INTRODUCTION
Savana Signatures (SavSign) and the Ghana Information Network for Knowledge Sharing
(GINKS) with support from the International Network for the Availability of Scientific
Publication (INASP) is building the capacity of Staff of Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR)through an Evidence Informed Policy Programme. This training programme
targets a total of 25 staff from 13 Institute under CSIR. The institutes are as follows;
1. Animal Research Institute
2. Crops Research Institute
3. Food Research Institute
4. Oil Palm Research Institute
5. Savannah Agricultural Research Institute
6. Institute of Industrial Research
7. Building and Road Research Institute
8. Institute for Scientific and Technological Information
9. Science and Technology Policy Research Institute
10. Soil Research Institute
11. Water Research Institute
12. Plant Genetic Resources Research Institute
13. Forestry Research Institute of Ghana
Already, a Sensitization Workshop has been held the 8th of March 2012 in Accra. The
sensitization workshop targeted the Directors of the various Institutes under the Council. This
was then followed with an information literacy training workshop from the 26th – 30th March
2012 for research scientists. Then with a workshop on e-resource ‘hybrid’ module that was
conducted on the 17th and 18th of April 2012. This workshop is the Evidence Informed Policy
Brief Writing workshop and it is aimed at equipping the Research Scientists with skills and
attitudes that will enable them write effective policy briefs.
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1.1.

RECAP OF WORKSHOPS ON INFORMATION LITERACY AND E-RESOURCES

Mr. John Stephen Agbenyo, director of Savana Signatures took participants through a group
activity that was aimed at helping participants to reflect over the two previous workshops.
Participants discussed in their groups and did presentations

2.0

WRITING AND SUMMARY SKILLS

Mr. Philip Dornyo of the School of Communications Studies took participants through effective
Summary Writing. He explained summary to be a piece of writing in which the original material
is reduced to its main points and key supporting details. He further added that summary is a
condensed version of someone else’s writing in your own words. Mr. Dornyo opined the
following as the three pillars to summary:
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1. Selecting main ideas, regrouping and recombining them
2. Generalizing and categorising ideas from your understanding of the reading
3. Deleting unnecessary details that are not important to the overall meaning of
the reading
Participants were led through various exercises on summary on which the various groups gave
feedback by way of presentations.
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3.0 WRITING A POLICY BRIEF
This presentation took participants through the concept of policy and how to put out attractive
and convincing policy briefs. Making the presentation, Daniel Doh, a Fellow at the Legon
Centre for Social Policy Studies started off by leading a brainstorming sessions on the feeling
and relationship between researchers and policy makers. Participants expressed their
frustrations about the existing relationship and called for a bridge between researchers and
policy makers that will enable an uninterrupted two way communication. They also agreed that
sometimes, researchers are unable to communicate their products into formats that policy
makers can understand and use.
Participants discussed the two types of policy actors; National level and local levels. They also
brainstormed the factors that influence research uptake into policy as the following;

-

Market – demand
Production – type
Poor linkages between researchers and policy makers
Politics
Corruption

Mr. Doh opined that every good policy brief is one that is accurate and has a clear objective,
relevant to the needs of the people, comprehensive and concise and that every good policy
brief tells policy makers everything they need to know to make policy decisions on the subject.
Participants were taken through the various steps involved in writing effective policy briefs.
These were enumerated as Research, Structuring and planning, further reading/research,
Writing, Reviewing and Dissemination. Mr. Doh engaged participants in group activities to
practice policy brief writing. These were done and presentations made.
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3.1 AVOIDING BIAS IN APOLICY BRIEF
Mr. John Stephen Agbenyo facilitated the session on how to identify and avoid bias in a policy
brief. Mr. Agbenyo explained bias as putting across an unfair or one sided opinion.
Participants had a lengthy discussion on the view that “People’s behavior is based on their
perception of what reality is, not on reality itself”.
Participating groups were assigned some documents to evaluate what constituted or did not
constitute bias in them.

CONCLUSION
The Executive Secretary of GINKS, Mr. Inusah Ibrahim thanked the participants for availing
themselves for the workshop saying that, but for their commitment and punctuality, the
workshop could not have been a success.
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